
The Essential Elements  
of Christian Worship 

 5 – Corporate Worship 

‘Synagōgē’ – a gathering together 
In an age of withdrawing to our homes or coffee shops in the 
pursuit of comfort, relaxation, and enjoyment, the idea of 
gathering together with a bunch of people whom you 
normally wouldn’t hang out with is incredibly counter-
cultural! But coming together to worship as a group is 
‘essential’ to our Christian faith. We may even say it is 
‘vitally important’ as part of not only growth in Christ, but 
also the mission of God. 

Here are some aspects of corporate worship that explain why: 

1. It’s a visible expression of the New Temple (the body of Christ) – John 4:19-22, John 2:18-21. 
a. The Tabernacle/Temple was the visible expression of God’s presence on Earth in the Old 

Testament.  
b. Jesus was the visible expression of God’s presence during His lifetime. John 1:14; Col. 1:15 
c. The Church is the visible expression of God in these ‘latter’ days. 1 Pet. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 

2:21-22 
2. It’s a visible expression of unity in Christ where love is our testimony. John 13:35; Gal. 3:26-28 
3. It’s God’s tool for shaping us into Christ’s image – Eph. 4:11-13 
4. It’s the empowering, equipping, inspiring source of God’s outreaching hands to the world. Heb. 10:24-25 
5. It’s a visible evangelistic expression of our allegiance to Christ. Luke 12:8-9 

Koinōnia Christos… It’s who we are 
– not what we do! 

Commentators offer several definitions for the Greek word 
‘koinōnia’: fellowship, community, sharing – it can depend on the 
context. What is important to remember, as David Ng reminds us, 
is that “The church is the koinonia, the fellowship or community 
of faith, called into being by Jesus Christ. This community is 
inclusive. Its membership is not self-determined, but 
established by Christ.”1 It is a community that does not know the 
barriers that economic, ethnic, or gender often introduce. All come 
together ‘in Christ’, and the result is a grand testimony to the 
message that Christ’s Kingdom is intrinsically ‘inclusive’. Rom. 
10:12-13. Church is WHO we are – not WHAT we do! 
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1 Robert Webber, Ed., The Ministries of Christian Worship, 1st ed., vol. 7, The Complete Library of Christian 
Worship (Nashville, TN: Star Song Pub. Group, 1994), 110. 
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Worship… private or public? 
 

According to Paul, the goal of corporate worship is making 
mature disciples. We are discipled by others. We make 

disciples of others – we cannot do these things alone. Eph. 
4:11-16   “so that it builds itself up in love as each part 

does its work”. The goal: maturity. The participants: each 
one. Our acts of worship are a part of that building process 

through encouragement and teaching (Eph. 5:19, Col. 

Our Western society loves the idea of ‘privatized’ spirituality. I want to be 
spiritual, but I want to do it ‘my’ way. It’s the ultimate expression of 
Individualism – the antithesis of the message of the Cross. Yes, Jesus did speak 
of our ‘closet of prayer’, meaning our private time with God. But Scripture 
teaches us that this is not enough. We are made for community in the same way 
the Triune God is a community. (Gen. 1:26)  

God understands, and so His word expresses guidelines that clearly show 
worship as a corporate activity. More than just singing or praying, it is about the 
relationship that was modeled in the Garden of Eden between God and Humans, 
and Humans with each other. 

The Goal of Corporate Worship is… 

THE “ONE ANOTHERS” 

There are 20 separate ‘one another’ 
commands in the New Testament: 

John 13:22 - Love one another 
Rom. 12:10 - Honour one another 
Rom. 15:5 - Live in harmony with one another.  
Rom. 15:7 - Welcome one another. 
2 Cor. 13:11 - Comfort one another. 
Gal. 6:2 - Bear one another 
Eph. 4:32 - be kind & forgive one another 
Eph. 5:19 - sing to one another 
Eph. 5:21 - submit to one another 
Col. 3:16 - teach and admonish one another 
1 Thess. 4:18 - encourage one another 
Heb. 3:13 - Exhort one another 
Heb. 10:24 - Inspire one another (to good deeds) 
James 4:16 - Confess to one another 
James 4:16 - pray for one another 
1 Peter 4:8 - keep on loving one another 
1 Pet. 4:9 - show hospitality to one another 
1 Pet. 4:10 - serve one another 

 

Psalm 100 expresses God’s invitation to us to join Him in fellowship. 
The Dining Table is the historic cultural place of fellowship and 
relationship building. It is in this context that God established His 
Covenants with us (Ex. 24:3-10, Luke 22:14-20). 

How did Jesus tell us to worship him? The Lord’s Table - eating 
together! This is how covenant was made. This is how covenant is 

remembered. 

And our other sacrament is 
baptism – a corporately 
performed one. Do we see 
the pattern emerging? These 
are corporately done acts of 
worship. 

No One Likes To Eat Alone… 

"Community is more than just being in the 
same room together.” 

Ron Friesen – Professor, Columbia Bible College 
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1. Is there a particular type of room or environment that is better than others for meeting for 
worship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How does the Community of the Trinity impact your understanding of your position in the 
Body of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why isn’t a ‘walk in the woods with Jesus’ a replacement for ‘church'? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. If attending church is not imperative to my salvation, why is it really important? 
 

 

 

Discussion questions: 


